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HOUSING AFFORDABILITY 

248. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to the minister’s statement in this house last week that he intends to drive down the median price of 
houses in Western Australia and his subsequent refusals to provide to the media any detail or comment on his 
plan. 

(1) Why has the minister declined to speak to the state’s media about his number one ambition?  

(2) What would the minister like the median price of a home in Western Australia to be driven down to—
$400 000, $350 000 or $323 750, like in Hobart?  

(3) What is the minister’s advice to people who have taken out mortgages and will see their house become 
worth less than they paid for it under his plan—should they sell up now or hang on for the long term?  

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Rockingham for the question. It is a complete surprise to me that he had a question like 
this! 

(1)–(3) This government takes this issue seriously. We are taking serious steps to address housing affordability. 
I have had fantastic feedback — 

Mr M. McGowan: That’s not the question. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The question is all about affordability. In last week’s budget we announced the 
formation of the office of land and housing supply under the Minister for Planning. I intend to work very closely 
with the Minister for Planning. There are two obvious actions that we can take to address housing affordability. 
One is to improve the approval process time. That is an area that the Minister for Planning will deal with. The 
other action we can take is to get more land released. I am responsible for quite a large amount of land. It is my 
intention as Minister for Housing to look at what land the government has and release it in a proper manner 
when I can.  

If the member for Rockingham knows how the average housing price was worked out, he would know that it is 
based on the number of sales over time. If we can increase the number of sales at the lower end of the market, 
the average will come down but the value of no-one’s individual house will come down.  
 


